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WELCOME TO THE RIVERS OF 
THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 


Many of the rivers in the Western States and Alaska are manzged 
by the Bureau of Land Management (8LM), an agency of the 
Department of the Interior. About 100 river segments provide 3 
variety of outdoor recreational opportunities such as whitewater 
boating, wildlife viewing, fishing, hunting, side canyon hiking, or 
sightseeing. Thirteen of these rivers are part of the National 
Wild and Scenic Rivers System. They are the Rio Grande, New 
Mexico; Upper Missouri, Montana; Rogue, Oregon; Eel, Trinity, 
Kiamath, and North Fork of the American, California; Beaver 
Creek, Birch Creek, Delta, Fortymile, Gu!kana, and Unailakleci 
Rivers, Alaska. . 


The BLM rivers are managed to meet recreational use, protect 
the river resources, and reduce user conflicts. Based on resource 
capabilities and management objectives, river management plans 
outline the type of development and use for each river. This 
brochure provides general information about BLM rivers and 
where to write for specific information. 


Seeciai recreation permits are required for ai! commercial ard 
competitive recreational river use. hey also may be required for 
individual or private group use when necessary to maintain use 
levels or protect river resources. A permit fee is charged to recover 
at least a portion of the costs of administering the permit system. 
In addition, portions of fees paid for commercial and competi- 
tive permits represent a return to the Federal government for 
special uses of the public lands. Check in advance to see if the 
river trip you are planning requires a permit. The map and chart 
inside provide information on some 8LM rivers and the offices 
managing them. 


ENJOY THE RIVERS 
AND PROTECT THE RESOURCES 


We want users to enjoy their river outings. To assist you, we have 
prepared a few simple guidelines to reduce health hazards and 
protect the natural resources. These gu elines may be suppie- 
mented by !ocai BLM offices to meet specitic conditions. 


@ CAMPING - Rivers offering multi-day trips have camosites 
évailable, sometimes requiring a reservation Facilities usualiy 
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are limited to toilets above high water. Avoid camping close to 
others and try to use beaches or sandbars. This reduces damage 
to vegetation and allows high water to remove evidence of your 
camp. 


@ TRASH DISPOSAL - Pack out what you pack in. Keep trash 
bags handy for cans, papers, cigarette butts, and other litter. 
Never throw anything in the river, especially bottles. 





@ CAMPFIRES - Wildfire is a hazard in dense vegetation along 
river bottoms. Tine use of gas stoves, fire pans (a metal garbage 
can lid does nicely), or existing fire rings may be required to pre- 
vent scarred beaches. Use driftwood for open fires rather than 
dead tree limbs and keep fires smail. This reduces impacts on the 
landscape and helps maintain a supply of wood for others. Com- 
pletely extinguish al! fires when leaving. Cans, bctties, and tinfoil 
do not burn - please carry them out. 


@ HUMAN WASTE - Human waste and toilet paper must be 
properly disposed of to protect heaith, and prevent pollution to 
soils and vegetation. When available, use toilet facilities, or bring 
equipment to carry the waste out. if necessary, Dury the waste 
at least two feet deep, away from the river and camping area. 


Toilet paper should be burned to prevent scattering. 


@ CAMP HYGIENE - Try to bathe and wash dishes away from 
the river and camping area. Al! waste water should be discarded in 
the same hole used for human waste. Only biodegradabie soap 
and toothpaste should be used. Vvell-planned menus can he'p 
simplify dishwashing. 


@ PRIVATE PROPERTY .- Please respect the rights of others. 
Never cross or use private property without the owner's per- 
mission. 





@ WATER SAFETY - Most river rapids have been informally 
rated as to their difficulty. The rating system spans six classes, 
from Class |. which is very easy, to Class Vi, which is extremely 

° dangerous. Also, difficulty increases at high water or nigh winds. 
Check with local offices for current ratings. Scouting or waiking 
along the shore to plan the run is recommended on rapids rated 
Ciass !!! and above. Life jackets are required in most States. If 
you fal! overboard, float on your back, keep your feet pointed 
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downstream and your knees bent. Grab only the upstream side of 
the boat. 


@ EQUIPMENT - Carry a spare oar/paddle, first-aid kit, a re- 
pair kit with pump (for rafts), and extra clothing. Use watertight 


bags tied to the boat. 


@ HEALTH - Cold water and chilling air can produce lower 


bedy temperature resulting in hypothermia. Symptoms include 
uncontroiled shivering, weakness, lack of coordination, ane bluish 
skin. Remove wet clothes and warm with dry clothes. warm fiu- 
ids, campfire heat, or skin-to-skin contact. Prolonced exposure 
to sun IS also dangerous, especially on water. Viear a head c 
ing and drin« plenty of liquids. 8ring enough water on your trip 
or bow or chemical'y treat river water 


® FLASH FLOCDS - Thunderstorms upstream may cause flash 
floods in river canyons several miles downstream. It is best not 
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@WiLOLiF€ - Wildtife can be observed, but shou!d not be dis- 
turbed. Remember, a protective parent or mate is usual'y nearby. 


@SE PREPARED - A successfu! trip depends or having tne 
right equipment and being prepared for changing river and weathe: 
conditions. Do not cttempt trips beyond your ski'ls. Let some- 
one know your schedule and report at the end of your trip. 





By foilowing good river etiquette anc safety tips, your trip wili be 


safer and more enjoyable. What you do will affect the environ- 
ment of the rivers and can reduce the need for future manage- 
ment regulations. Please take photograrhs, not resources, and 


‘gave only footprints so others can enjoy what you have enjoyed. 


HAVE A GOOD TRIP. 
SEE YOU ON THE RIVER. 
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POPULAR FLOAT BOATING RIVERS 
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As the Nation's principal conservation agency. the Depart 
ment of the Interior has responsibility for most of our 
nationally owned public lands and natural resources. This in- 
cludes fostering the wisest use of our land and water re- 
SOUTCes. protecting our tish and wildlite. preserving the 
environmental and cultural values of our national parks and 
historical places. and providing tor the enjoyment of life 
through outdoor recreation. The Department assesses our 
energy and mineral resources and works to assure that 
their development is in the best interests of all our people. 
The Department also has a major responsibility for American 
Indian reservation communities and tor people who live in 
island Territories under U.S. administration. 
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